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As announced in our previous email, the Indian Summer Release of the
impresso interface is now available for testing. This has been a major upgrade
on both front- and backend so not everything is running 100% smoothly yet:
- searching for similar images via file upload is temporarily disabled
- article titles for the Neue Zürcher Zeitung are not currently displayed in the
interface

We are working hard on resolving these problems and will keep you updated.

The interface is available for testing here: https://impresso-project.ch/app/

Integration of Luxembourgish newspapers

https://impresso-project.ch/app/


We are very happy to report a significant expansion of our corpus: We can
finally give access to large parts of newspaper collection of the National
Library of Luxembourg. You can now use topics, named entities and word
embeddings alongside the keyword search to explore newspapers from both
countries.

Please note: We are currently experiencing problems with the newspaper
Luxemburger Wort and can not guarantee that all articles saved to collections
will be stored permanently. We will resolve this problem in the near future and
keep you updated.
 

Word Embeddings



Word embeddings can help to find relevant keywords for a search. Simply
enter a first keyword and explore the list of similar terms based on the impresso
newspaper corpus.

The suggestions will likely include spelling variations and OCR mistakes
which can be added to a query to retrieve more articles.

Introducing Named Entities

We have added the first experimental version of linked named entities to the
interface. This means that you can for example retrieve all articles in which
the musician Joe Strummer has been detected and see with whom he was
mentioned.

Please note: Named entities have been detected and linked automatically
which is not always easy when dealing with historical newspapers so not all
links will be accurate. Quality will improve in future releases.



New ways to search for images in the corpus

We have expanded the corpus of images significantly: You can now search for
similar images across selected Swiss and Luxembourgish newspapers and
filter your search by newspaper. We are working on making the full corpus of
newspapers searchable.

We now offer three ways to search for similar images:

Use dates or newspapers as filters, then select an image and retrieve
similar ones
Upload an image from your computer and see if it appears in the corpus
Search image captions for keywords (experimental)

Do try it out and let us know how it works.

Frequently Asked Questions



The impresso interface has the ambition to put Natural Language Processing
technologies to good use for historians but also to provide them with the
information they need to critically assess the value of the corpus they are
working on.

We launched a first version of Frequently Asked Questions to give you some
background information on the impresso interface and how it works.

Deadline approaching: CfP
Workshop "Digitised

newspapers"



This is to remind you that you have until 15th September to submit your
abstract for the upcoming workshop on Digitised Newspapers. You will find all
details here.

 

Use your credentials to login and explore the new release. If you would like to gain
access to the impresso interface, email us at info@impresso-project.ch

We are curious to hear from
you

We are keen to explore with you how impresso's advanced search and
discovery features work and to see how they relate to your own project. Do
send us an email to info@impresso-project.ch and we will be happy to follow
up!

Outlook: Future releases
Upcoming releases will include the following features and additions:

search for recurrent text segments throughout the corpus to trace
how e.g. a press release has been altered and how it spread over time
and across newspapers
improvements in the quality of character recognition depending on
the newspaper font style (Gothic/Antiqua). This in turn will improve the
quality of our text processing and yield for example better keyword
searches, named entity recognition and finally more legible text
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searches, named entity recognition and finally more legible text
information on the quality of entity recognition - the models used to
extract entities will be evaluated against a ground truth which will cover
several newspapers and 20 time periods. We will attempt to add
confidence scores for each extracted entity mention in the interface
a tool for the visual comparison of collections which will help you to
detect where two collections overlap and differ
a recommendation service will be available which will suggest articles
with similar content
tools which allow you to track semantic shifts of words over time by
taking into account how their word-neighbours change

Following the 2019 autumn release we will begin working on custom visualisation
case studies. Here we seek to support scholars with their projects by providing

customised data visualisations which match their specific research interests. Do get
in touch if you are interested in this.
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