
impresso Techmeeting - 14.11. 8h30-12h
- output from WS1 (Marten)
- overview of the design process (Daniele and Thijs)
- mockups (Paul)
- scenarios and outlook (Estelle and Paul)
- outlook (all)



Output from WS1 (1/2)
Key word search / Recommender system

- Generating seed keywords (trial and error approach to determine keywords, cumulative construction of search queries, 
synonyms/antonyms)

- Semantic neighborhood (changing over time, KWIC, see how specific entities & key-words are qualified by newspapers, for a 
certain period or over time)

- Search across languages
 
Data / corpus

- OCR quality
- Missing metadata
- Personal storage (Subcorpus creation/comparison : between different periods, regions, languages)
- OLR (for corpus overview, search in titles, newspaper sections)
 
 



Output from WS1 (2/2)
 Data visualisation

- Corpus overview
- Search in titles, newspaper sections
- Geographical search : search based on location (from metadata, from content)
- Transparency : information about the search scope: in width (coverage of newspapers collection) and in depth (quality of NLP 

processes, availability of metadata)
 
NLP

- Text reuse (possibility for suggestion of articles related to the same content as the press release? Using the word distribution, 
search for similar word mix in other articles)

- Term frequency over time (ngrams) 
- Entity search (trace back person in timetracking of references, when texts mention their source)
- Topics as filters
 



Quick overview of the design process



Modules



(Paul on transparency, missing 
information and general proposed 
aspects of the interface)

Transparency



Search



Overview of the revised scenario
A. search for a concept: Indogerman/european people
B. search for a topic within a type of article: Europe in readers letters
C. search for an event and its memory: Victor Hugo’s speech

tested in : http://www.letempsarchives.ch/ 

http://www.letempsarchives.ch/


A. search for a concept: indogerman/european people

First step:

1. check the variation in different languages (via wikipedia for instance)
2. check if there were some prominent defenders of that idea (place, literature) 
3. search with the keyword



A. search for a concept: first results/impressions

from 1873-1945: 36 results

good recognition of the 
word even is separated

search with indoeur*: 42 
results

missing data? 



A. search for a concept
option to organise according to 
various format (lengths)?

- conference announcement
- front page
- portrait
- article 



A. search for a concept
three different conceptions:

- people
- linguistics
- geographic

(manual) selection of key words 
surrounding the chosen conception:

“peuple, nation, famille, ancêtre, race, 
souche, tronc...”

option to store the results in different 
collection?

no need to refine, not so many results: 
need to enlarge? how?

11 issues selected from 1876 to 1944. 



A. search for a concept: what’s next?

- snippet views
- semantic neighborhood



A. search for a concept: what’s next?

- snippet views
- semantic neighborhood



B. search for a type of article: readers letters 
First step:

1. try out several potential titles or keywords connected to that type, taking into 
account that it may not be a very old practice, or that the wording changed 
drastically over time

2. refine the search after with a specific topic, for instance: Europe



B. search for a type of article: readers letters 
different types of layout but there seems to be not specific section before 
1945.

not visible in the frequency visualisation:



B. search for a type of article: readers letters 
when searching with 
two words, more 
visibility of 
disconnection of the 
two words

search for “courrier des 
lecteurs” before 1945: 
two unrelevant results.



B. search for a type of article: readers letters 
search for “de nos lecteurs” before 1945: a lot of results with “à nos lecteurs”.

then: search with: “correspondance” and “lecteurs”: 178493 results 
(sometimes: “correspondance particulière”)

observation: section “correspondances” and letter seem to start often with 
“Monsieur le rédacteur”:  search with it: 12 461 results.

-> possibility to combine or segregate several queries according to time: eg. 
if possible to identify the creation and then the change of a section title, 
possibility for one research, collect several queries?

tried to refine with Europe: increase of the results: 187 646, and apparently 
no regards for proximity of the terms (even without OLR).



Personal Space



C. search for an event and its aftermath: 
Victor Hugo’s speech on the United States of Europe

First step: 

1. search for the original version 
https://fr.wikisource.org/wiki/Discours_sur_les_%C3%89tats-Unis_d%E2%80
%99Europe_au_congr%C3%A8s_international_de_la_paix_en_1848_%C3%
A0_Paris 

2. select salient expressions, names, information about the date and place
3. search for immediate coverage, in the following weeks/months
4. search for the memory of this event/ideas over time, the references to that 

speech (frequency and context)

https://fr.wikisource.org/wiki/Discours_sur_les_%C3%89tats-Unis_d%E2%80%99Europe_au_congr%C3%A8s_international_de_la_paix_en_1848_%C3%A0_Paris
https://fr.wikisource.org/wiki/Discours_sur_les_%C3%89tats-Unis_d%E2%80%99Europe_au_congr%C3%A8s_international_de_la_paix_en_1848_%C3%A0_Paris
https://fr.wikisource.org/wiki/Discours_sur_les_%C3%89tats-Unis_d%E2%80%99Europe_au_congr%C3%A8s_international_de_la_paix_en_1848_%C3%A0_Paris


C. search for an event and its memory: Victor Hugo’s speech



C. search for an event and its memory: Victor Hugo’s speech

different types of results:

- poetry
- commemorations
- adds of shops on victor 

hugo streets
- … 



C. search for an event and its memory: Victor Hugo’s speech

same problem as before: no possibility to refine the search results from Victor 
Hugo and the main reference of that speech: 

7438 results for “Victor Hugo” and “États-Unis d’Europe” (no refinement)

search for: “États-Unis d’Europe”: 14 results, including articles about the US and 
Europe, but mainly about that idea.

search for “etats-unis d’Europe”: 585 results



C. search for an event and its memory: Victor Hugo’s speech

Manual collection of surrounding words: allusion, 
création, constitution, projet, volonté, obstacle, 
opposition, futurs, conférence, rêve (further located 
than with “indoeuropean”) 

People: Mussolini, Briand, Stresemann, Benes...

- > Organisation reusing that concept in the 1930s, 
supported by A. Briand: how to differentiate and 
store them separately (both are interesting)? 



C. search for an event



Outlook? 
- OLR?
- Filters?
- Collection of elements for the constitution of a subcorpus (transversal, vertical) in a personal space?
- text reuse?
- NER?
- temporally differentiated sub-corpora? 
- external links? (historical context, contemporary events?)
- > Maybe an option for the Event detection mechanism for Wikipedia content that was applied in 

CUbRIK (LWI)
- … 



Output from WS1 (1/2)
Key word search / Recommender system

- Generating seed keywords (trial and error approach to determine keywords, cumulative construction of search queries, 
synonyms/antonyms)

- Semantic neighborhood (changing over time, KWIC, see how specific entities, key-words are qualified by newspapers, for a 
certain period or over time)

- Search across languages
 
Data / corpus

- OCR quality
- Missing metadata
- Personal storage (Subcorpus creation/comparison : between different periods, regions, languages)
- OLR (for corpus overview, search in titles, newspaper sections)
 
 



Output from WS1 (2/2)
 Data visualisation

- Term frequency over time
- Corpus overview
- Search in titles, newspaper sections
- Geographical search : search based on location (from metadata, from content)
- Transparency : information about the search scope: in width (coverage of newspapers collection) and in depth (quality of NLP 

processes, availability of metadata)
 
NLP

- Text reuse (possibility for suggestion of articles related to the same content as the press release? Using the word distribution, 
search for similar word mix in other articles)

- Frequency search 
- Entity search (trace back person in timetracking of references, when texts mention their source)
- Topics as filters
 


